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. 1 . 644330 

ThlG tnv ntlon r latBS to. an electrical r ceptaele fixture for 
building walls for the acooompdation within said walle of ne or more 
electrical plug . 

The electrical receptacles of the prior art for receiving the 
prongs of plugs on the ends of electrical leads or wires of lamps and 
other electrical equipment are flush with the surfaces of the building 
walls in which they are lodated* For normal\sage in homes » these 
receptacles are usually spaced above the floor level, but they may be 
located wherever desired. These receptacles even vrh&n not in use are 
ugly, and seem to attract small children so that there is always the 
danger of a child inserting a pi^cc of metal in a pron^receivlng slot 
of the receptacle with the oonsequent danger of receiving an electrical 
shock and bums. When the prongs of an ©leotrlcal plug are inserted in 
a receptacle, the plug and the lead thereof project outwardly from the 
face of the wall* These are ugly, the plug may be struck. by fVurniture 
being moved along xho wall, and being so prominent, the plug iacreasea 
the temptation for yo\ing children with the consequent increeae of d,saxgBT 
to them. Furthermore, partially inserted pronge tend to t -ncae a real 
danger and haaard to small children in particular and as a fire ha&ard 
in genera"* - 

The present invention overcomes these objectionable features by 
the provision of an electrical receptacle fixture comprising a casing 
adapted to be moxaited in an opening in a building wall, said casing 
including an inner wall and an open side opposite said inner wall whereby 
the casing opens out from the building wall in which it is mounted. This 
casing is large enough to accommodate at least one pronged electrical plug 
while its prongs are in the outlet of an electrical receptacle which fits 
in an opening in the casing. Thus, no part of the plug projects beyond 
the surface of the building wall. In the preferred fojm of the invention, 
a face plate is movably c nnected to the casing to cover the open side 
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thf)reof I and Mid fao plati has a aiaftll opening therein thros^ whldix tha 
eloctrlcal lead r wir of the plug may extend. Witli this o^rxangementt 
all that can he se n f^on tk^ roon ie « face plat with a& eleotrical laad 
extending out therefroap* The plug ie completely covered eo that it cannpt 
be eeen, or touched hy furniture moved along the wall. It ie preferable 
to provide eeouring meane at the face plate for retaining it in tke cloBed 
position over the oaeing open aide* ^is will prevent children from 
playing with the plug in the electrical receptat^lei ani £ro«i ineerxing 
artidlee into the receptacle iteelf* 

The preferred form of the invention includes an open-eided 
electricaZ box surrounding all but the open side of the oaeing with the 
open eide of the box at said opcii casing side, and means in the box for 
Bupportins an eleotrical receptacle In a position with its outlet fitting 
in the hole in the inner wall of the casing. (Ehis electrical box not only 
protects the wiring of the receptacle, but it serves as means for locating 
the correct position of the casing in walls during the construction thereof. 

An eleotrical receptacle fixture according to the present 
invention comprises a casing adapted to be mounted in an opening in a 
building wall, said casing including an inner wall and an open side opposite 
said inner wall whereby the casing opens out from the building wall in 
which it is mounted, said oaeing having a hole therein into which an outlet 
of an electrical receptacle may fit and the casing being large enough 
completely to acoommodate a pronged eleotrical plug having an eleotrical 
lead extending therefrom and with its prongs in the receptacle outlet, and, 
as preferred, a face plate movably connected to the oaeing to ©over the 
open side thereof, said face plate having a small opening therein throu^ 
which an electrical lead may extend. 

Examples of this invention are illustrated in the accompanying 
drawing©, in which, 

Figure 1 is a p rspective view of a portion of a building wall 
having an eleotrical rec ptaole mounted ther in in th usual manner. 
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Pigur 2 la a per^edtive view of a poz^lon of a building wall 
having one form of tble eleot^itml reoeptaale ^xtui'e i&ounted th rein^ 

Figure 3 ie an enlai^ged v<09rti^a^ gwti^n th^ug^ tlm irall and 
the reoeptaoie fixttu^e with' the o6Ve^ ef the latter cloeed> aaid fixture 
5 including an electrical box, 

Figure 4 ie an enlarged perBpectlvb \^%w of the receptacle 
fixture of Figure % but with ite f6?oe plate open. 

Figure 5 » perspective vie* , of the fixture of Figure 4 with 
the caeing thereof reaoved, 
10 Figure 6 la a rear per epective view of the fixture caeing by 

iteelfi 

Figure 7 iB a view aimilar to Figure 4y llluetrftting a fixture 
with an alternative forca of face pi ate > 

Figure 8 la a sectional view siffillar to Figure 3 of an alternative 
15 fo^ of receptacle fixture, and 

Figure 9 ie a rear elevation of the fixture of Figure 8. 

Bef erring to the drawings, Figure 1 illuBtratee an electrical 
receptacle 10 caoiunted in a wall 11 in the ueual manner, l^e illuatrated 
receptacle has two outlets which open out througjh a face plate 12 that 
20 CO vera the receptacle and overllea a portion of the wall* A pronged 

electrical plug 13 ie shown with its prongs in one of the outlets, said 
plug having the usual electrical lead or wire 14 extending aw«y therefrom. 
It will be noted that plug 13 projects outwardly from the face of the 
wall 11 f whilo the other outlet of the receptacle is exposed so that a 
25 child could insert a flat object therein* 

Figures 2 to 6 illustrate one fortt of electrioal receptacle 
fixture 20 which is aouated in a wall 22. This wall is fozaM with an 
opening 23 thereH^ at the face 24 thereof* 

Fixtur 20 inolud s a casing 25 Bad up of a peripheral wall 26 
30 forming the top^ bottom and ends thereof, and an inner wall 28. The 
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068ijn^ is form d with an open side 30 which i a opposite th inn r 
wall 28, 8 e Figur 3« Dhie inn r wall has at leaet one hoi 33 
thejrein into whioh the outlet of an leotrical z^^eptaole Bugr fit* 
It will be underetC'Od that this hole may he in any part of the casing, 
but it is not ae 0Qi>v6nient if the bole is in the peripheral wall* 
In the illustrated form of the invention, there are two of these holes 33 
so that the fixture is intended to be used with a reoeptaole having tw^ 
outlets. It is preferable, althou^ not abeolutely necessary, to provide 
the caeing 23 with a flange 36 around its open side, said flange being 
adapted to overlie the siirfaoe 24 of wall 22^ If desired, the outer 
surface of this flange may be flush with the wall sxupfaoe* 

A standard electrical receptacle 39 is provided at wall 28 
outside of the casing 25» 'Phis receptacle has an outlet for each bole 33 
in the inner casing wall* The receptacle may be mounted at or secured 
to wall 28 in any desired manner* However, as such receptacles usually 
have a tapped hole 40 therein centrally thereof for the securing of a 
face plate thereto, it has been found preferable to provide a small 
hole 41 in the casing wall centrally thereof throu^ which a screw 42 
may extend so that it can be threaded into the receptacle hole 40 to 
secure said receptacle to the casing wall* This is arranged so that 
each of the receptacle outlets 45 fit into a hole 33 of the casing inner 
wall« 

Casing 25 is made large enough completely to accommodate at 
least one pronged electrical plug with Its prongs in the receptacle. 
In this 'example, the casing is large enough to accommodate two such 
plugs, one of which is shown in broken lines at 44 in Figure 3, This 
plug has an electrical lead 45 connected to and extending away therefrom. 

A face plate 50 is movably connected to casing 25 in any 
convenient manner. In this example, the plate is connected to flange 36 
by hinges 52. It is pr fereble to provide a spring 53 at these hinges 
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which biases plate 50 to a cl sed position c veriDg the open side 30 
of the casing, as shown in Figur s 2 and 3* This face plat is provided 
with iseans for p raitting at lea t one electrical 1 ad to extend out of 
the casing. For example, plate 50 is provided with two small openings ^6 
through either of which lead 45 extend* If desired, the plate may be 
provided with a small finger grip 57 on its outer surface by means of 
which it may be opened. 

It is also preferable to provide securing means at face plate 50 
for retaining the latter in the closed position over the open side of 
the casing. This may be used only when it is desirable to protect the 
plugs and receptacle from small children* In this example, a screw 60 
extends through the face plate ard is tlureaded into a tapped hole 61 
in flange 36. . 

Casing 25 of fixtiire 20 may be mounted in wall opening 23 in 
any convenient manner* It hasy however, been found desirable to fozm 
the fixture with xn electrical box 66 having an open side 67 # This box 
surrounds all but the open side 30 of casing 25 with the open side of 
the box at said open casing side* The open side of the box actually 
abuts against the inner surface of flange 36, as clearly shown in 
Figure 3* The box is connected to the casing in any convenient manner* 
It is provided with inwardly-projecting ears 70 to which the receptacle 39 
is connected by screws 71 bo that the receptacle extends across the box 
spaced inwardly from its open side 67* This spacing is such that the 
receptacle is held in its proper position relative to the casing inner 
wall 28 when the fixture is assonbled* With this arrangement, screw 42 
not only connects the reosp table to the casing, but it connects the box. 
thereto as well* 

Box 66 is provided with a plurality of holes 73 therein in the 
manner which is customary with standard el4ctrical boxes* Although 
holes 73 have been shown open, they are usxially olosdd by discs which 
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Bay be «asilj knodc d out/ so 1%«t wires X9^y strtisnd inii^ tiie box throui^ 
a selected oi^#*tog* - fSSit&ciiiSi|i^^ bcdc ±9 ^i^il 13i laounting 
«aM 75 T:* meaais of ^Idh i*^il!gr :# f^^c^ *oi a 0ti¥t*8i« ' au»ort in tlie 
wal*^ Ae la weW M6ira> st«indi^ ^^^fi*!^ boiea lia^re ^itftoent forms 
of mounting meana, a&d bok ^6 t)a plb%d©d witi ^ $f tfiem. The 
idea is to provide meana ^bt6\>^ %0x laay be motiiit^ on a suitable 
support during construotion of the f all io tiiat iii .^|e5 sid^ will pjien 
out through the fiiilahed wall. "'^ 

The eleotrical receptacle f^xt&e 20 lis moun^eS In the opening 23 
of wall 22 80 that the open side 30 of caalng 25 ppena outwardly from 
said wall* Faoe plate 50 nort&ally oloaee the open side of the caeing so 
that said plate is all that can be seen on the outer surface of the wall. 
When it is desired to insert a plug 44 into or to rembye it froai 
reoeptdole 39^ plate 50 is swung upwardly to pertoit this to be dU>ne# 
When the plate is in its normal olosed poeitlon» the lead 45 of the 
plug within the casing extends outwardly through an opening 56 ^ said 
cover* This makes a vexy neat fixture in the wall, and the plug cannot 
be accidentally knocked completely or partially out of the receptacle* 
In addition to this, when the cover is aecured in its closed position 
by screw 60, a child cannot get at the receptacle or the plug* 

The face plate of the fixture may be connected to the oasing 
thereof in any desired manner » and it may take any desired form. The 
main thing is that it should be easy to open and close so that there 
will be no difficulty about inserting the plug into the receptacle 
within the fixtxure or to -remove said plug thereffra* 

Figure 7 illustrates an alternative form of faoe plate which 
is actually in two sections slidably mounted on the casing* The casizig 
of fixture 20a has a flange 36a around the open side thereof. This 
flange is formed with upper and lower tracks 80 and 8I in whioh 
sections 84 azvi 85 of a base plate are slidably mo\mted* These seotlons 
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are movable away f^^m and toward'fi(^^ea<?b\p^ 2" in ctder to op n and close 
the casing of the flrture* fhe fleotl^dns-iwgr W provided with email 
finger -gripe 8T a«d' 88, if it ie W^djaa*xedi rP^ securing 
meaias may be provided f^r fixing tBe'|»le^e'«edt:J^^^^ 
5 position. This may be, aocoiipHehed'by'i^^ of gcfewe^BS-a^^ 90 which 

extend through seotione 84 arid 85 and intV fl^aiigc i6a*^^^^^^^^^ both of 
the plate secttoiif is or are provided ^i1?h^C eni^ ^=<$enin^r 92 therein 
through which an electrip# *4§ad may-exte^^ in>thiia e^pie, the 
opening 92 of the two p3^al;e /sectione -^e^ dtlier.-ifben said 

10 sections are oloeed to fora^a odtmon^^^^ntrig fo^p^^^^^^ lead. 

When it is desired to get ITiito flxir\ja?e"20ii> ettie* dr hoth of 
the face plate sections 84 and 85 ie or are aov^fd ^Tatimiis^^ 85 
bein(, shown in broken lines In the partially open Jbeltiion, When these 
plate sections are closedi the electrical receptacle ^and any plug in the 

15 casing of the fixture cannot be seen* FtotheOTorey if screws 89 and 90 
. secure the plate sections in the closed position, a young child cannot 
get at the receptacle or plug. 

Piguree ;6 asad 9 illustrate an alternative foxm of . electrical 
receptacle fixture 100. This fixture is similar to fixture 20, but 

20 instead of having one or more holes in the inner wall 102 thereof, it 
has one or more holes 103 in the peripheral wall 105 of the casing 106 
at the bottom thereof. In this case, a standard electrical receptacle 10$ 
is provided at wall I05 outside the casing, said receptacle having an 
outlet for each hole 103 in the casing wall « The receptacle may be 

25 secured to the casing in any desired manner, and in this example it is 
secured thereto by means of a screw 110* 

If desired, casing I06 may be positioned within an electrical 
box 112, and said box may be formed with an offset cover 113 which fits 
around reoeptaolo 109, and has an opening II4 facing rearsrardly of the 

30 fixture in order to permit access to the receptacle. 
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Flxturo 100 may prviBior be^ parovid^d vrirtb m «aiist«bi:e fM0 
plate, euoh a face plat ll^y «^ lihown^ 

O^e TBC^tW^B fixture lOQ |^pf]^oi|tf . in tbe fiua^e mnHer and for 
the same puirposea as ^sctuap^ 20« nalia^j4%^f'^^<^e- .b^^ tbeee 
fixtures is that tlie outlet or outlet j& of i^^jej^ffitoa^ tha^ough 
the casing wall 105 instead of tho m^lJl^j.^^ 

The main feature of this reoeptaole; fi^^t^t^ *Xhe:. 
fixture is designed bo that the receptaole0.ax:e InacoeQsi^le to assail 
children and thus eliminates the pQssili^ild^ inaeptipn therein of 
such thin^ as bobby pins y knive%| .^wir4s or othetr ^eleota^ic^ oonduetoxa 
which may ca^lBe serious bums or shocks xo a cdtildi* . Childran cannot, 
taiapex with %)x0 plugs or outlets which soic^^ cause shoxrts or loose wires 
and connections that are fire hazards* The fixtizre will allow a plug 
but not a asultiple adaptor to be inserted in each outlet of a receptacle , 
and this reduces the possibility of overloading the electrical circuit* 
The receptacles and plx&gs are protected fxm aoisture aiuL dirt. 
Furthermore, this fixture presents a pleasing appearance on the widl In 
which it is located, leaving only a cord or cords in view. 
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Th eiBl)odiQQat« of the inventloja in^^^ph an excltt&ivs 
pod vi leg or property Xq olained.are defi,Qe4>a9 foil 

U An eleotrical receptacle 'f^ttti^e fo^ vaJ^XiS compri^n^ a 
casing adapted to be mounted iti an opening ^li a bullfl^fa^i^li, casing 
including an inner wall and an open side opposite sfddj i^^^ei' ^al?l thereby 
the casing opens out from the building wall in j^icb it ie mo\inted, said 
casing having a hole therein into which an outlet of -an eleotrical recept- 
acle may fit and the casing being large enough complettly W# accbi^^ 
a pronged electrical plug having an electrical lead extending ther<^froa 
and with its pi'ongs in the receptacle outlet^ an open sided electrical 
box surrounding all but the open side of the casitig liiiith the open side 
of the box at said open casing side, and means In the %bx f ^r'''^^^^ 
an electrical receptacle in a position with the ^3*^tits¥ tiier^tf fitting 
in the hole in the inner wall of the casing* 

2, An electxdoal receptacle fixture f nor wb11« comprising a 
casing adapted to be mounted in an opening in a bxiilding wall, said casing 
including an inner wall and an open side opposite said inner wal^l whereby 
the casing opens out from the building wall in which it is ao\2nted| said 
casing having a hole therein into which an outlet of an electrical recept* 
acle may fit and the casing being large enou^ owpletely to aocoiomodate 
a pronged electrioal plug having an electrical lead extending therefrom 
and with its prongs in the receptacle outlet, an open sided electrical 
box surrounding ail but the open side of the casing with the open side 
of the box at said open casing side, means in the boy. for supporting an 
eleotrical receptacle in a position with the outlet thereof fittiiig in 
the hole in the casing, and a face plate mcvably connected to the casing 
to cover the open side therecf, said face plate having a small opening 
therein through which an eleotrical lead msy extend* 
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3. An ©1 dirioal receptacl fixture- aa claim d in claim 2 
in vhich the faoe p2at« i0 hingedly ooonaotod to Hk ciaix^; 

4» -to «leot2?i<^l r©g0|>taqie fii;c$ure.,a0 ^1^iffl0d in cflliS 3 
i^*ich the f^a pi^ta if flB;:ii«^^inM;ef t9 1^ v?%i«* ^leiJip^ 
the open oida of tife oaaiag. 

5. An electrical receptacle afli ^^toftd i^'MMi }.xst- 4 
Inoludiag Bocujdnfl: means at the fa^.jpiai(9. |^ jpifij^i^ .^Aii^L p||^|a in 
a clo3fA ||<>p|ition over %h» casing pp^n |lS.d»#' ta, > 

6* An eleoteical T^ci^vHole m ^i^l^itd-J^^j^^ 
t^ casing ifl provide with a fliLnge pvQ^d its ppj^ij site jadapj^l 
ovarlie the siupfaoe of the Fall iAWW^ 

7» An electrical receptable as claimed ii clMi 2 in ^i:^ 
the face plate is alidaJ)ly connected to the casing mt& may aowd fspo© 
a closed pQ^ition cpyerii^ the OMing open side to an open position at 
least partially uncovering the casing side. 

8. An electrical receptacle as cl^ed in olaiia 7 including 
securing means on the sliding face plate for retaining said plate in a 
closed position over the casing open side, 

9. An electrical receptacle fixture as claimed in claim 2 
including means connecting the receptacle to the casing inner wall thereby 
connecting the box to the casing* 



10 



644330 



10» An ol otrloal reoeptacle fixture for walls oomp**lsipg 
a asln^ adapt d to b6 laounted in an opening in a building wall, aaid 
casing including an inner wall, an open eida opposite said inner isall 
whereby the casing opens out firom ^hs^ builidixig ma^ in wfai<^ it ±b 
Doxmted, and a flange arowd said open oaring side adapted to overlie 
the surface of said wall, said casing having a hole therein into which 
an outlet of an eleotricel reoeptaole ma7^1;t and the vO^sing being 
large enou^ oomi^lotely to aooonuaodate a pronged electr'l^l pli;ig having 
an oleotrical lead extending therefrom and with its prongs in the 
receptacle outlot, an open sided eleotrioal box surrotinding all but the 
open side of the casing with the open side of the box adjacent the 
casing flange^ and means in the box for supporting an eleotrioal re- 
ceptacle in a position with the cutlet thereof fitting in the hole in 
the inner wall of the casing* 

11« An electrical receptacle as claimed in claiia 10 includ- 
ing a face plate movably connocted to the casing to cover the open side 
thereof I said face plate having a small opening therein throu^ which an 
electrical lead may extend. 
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